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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The IDS filed 4/26/04 and 8/04/04 have been considered and recorded 
in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Snodgrass et al (5,500,650). 
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-Regarding to claim 1 , Snodgrass et al discloses a communication 
apparatus (10) (see figure 1) for sending and receiving data by electromagnetic 
waves, comprising; 

electromagnetic wave generating means (1 22) (see figure 2) for forming a 
radio frequency (RF) field by generating electromagnetic waves (see col. 7, line 
66 to col. 8, line 24); 

modulating means (1 1 8) (see figure 2) for sending digital data, which is 
inherently at a transmission rate (considered here equivalent with the limitation 
"one of a plurality of transmission rates"), by modulating electromagnetic 
waves (see col. 7, line 66 to col. 8, line 24); 

and demodulating means (1 24) (see figure 2) for demodulating 
electromagnetic waves so as to acquire digital data sent from other apparatus 
(40) (see figure 1), the digital data which is inherently transmitted at a 
transmission rate (considered here equivalent with the limitation "one of a 
plurality of transmission rates"), (see col. 8, lines 44-65), 

wherein data for requesting an identification (ID) "ARBITRARY NUMBER" to 
Identify the other apparatus is sent, the ID sent from the other apparatus in 
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reply to the request for the ID is acquired (see (216, 220, 222, 230) of figure 
1 0, col. 1 3, line 5 to col. 1 4, line 54), data that includes the ID of the other 
apparatus is sent as the data for the other apparatuses after acquiring the ID of 
the other apparatus (see (1 44, 1 46) of figure 6, (232, 234) of figure 1 0, col. 1 4, 
lines 3-21), and data for requesting the ID is sent again if the ID of the other 
apparatus has not been properly acquired (see (222, 218, 228, 248) of figure 
1 0, col. 1 3, line 24 to col. 1 4, line 41 ). 

-Regarding to claim 2, Snodgrass et al discloses that the data for 
requesting IDs is sent again if the IDs are simultaneously received from a 
plurality of other apparatuses or if any overlapping IDs are received from the 
plurality of other apparatuses (i.e., during a collision is occurred) (see (222, 
218) of figure 10, col. 13, lines 24-65). 

-Regarding to claim 3, Snodgrass et al discloses a communication 
method (1 0) (see figure 1 ) for sending and receiving data by electromagnetic 
waves, comprising: 

an electromagnetic wave generating step (1 22) (see figure 2) for 
generating electromagnetic waves to form a radio frequency (RF) field; 
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a modulating step (1 1 8) (see figure 2) for modulating electromagnetic 
waves to send digital data, which is inherently at a transmission rate 
(considered here equivalent with the limitation "one of a plurality of 
transmission rates"), by modulating electromagnetic waves (see col. 7, line 66 
to col. 8, line 24); and 

a demodulating step (1 24) (see figure 2) for demodulating 
electromagnetic waves to acquire digital data transmitted from other apparatus 
(40) (see figure 1), the digital data which is inherently transmitted at a 
transmission rate (considered here equivalent with the limitation "one of a 
plurality of transmission rates"), (see col. 8, lines 44-65), 

wherein data for requesting an identification (ID) "ARBITRARY NUMBER" to 
identify the other apparatus is sent, the ID sent from the other apparatus in 
reply to the request for the ID is acquired (see (216, 220, 222, 230) of figure 
1 0, col. 1 3, line 5 to col. 1 4, line 54), data that includes the ID of the other 
apparatus is sent as the data for the other apparatuses after acquiring the ID of 
the other apparatus (see (1 44, 1 46) of figure 6, (232, 234) of figure 1 0, col. 1 4, 
lines 3-21), and data for requesting the ID is sent again if the ID of the other 
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apparatus has not been properly acquired (see (222, 218, 228, 248) of figure 
1 0, col. 1 3, line 24 to col. 1 4, line 41 ), 

-Regarding to claim 4, Snodgrass et al discloses communication 
apparatus (10) (see figure 1) for sending and receiving data by electromagnetic 
waves, comprising: 

modulating means (1 1 8) (see figure 2) for modulating electromagnetic 
waves to send digital data, which is inherently at a transmission rate 
(considered here equivalent with the limitation "one of a plurality of 
transmission rates"), by modulating electromagnetic waves (see col. 7, line 66 
to col. 8, line 24);; and 

demodulating means (1 24) (see figure 2) for demodulating 
electromagnetic waves to acquire data sent from other apparatus (40) (see 
figure 1), the digital data which is inherently transmitted at a transmission rate 
(considered here equivalent with the limitation "one of a plurality of 
transmission rates"), (see col. 8, lines 44-65), 

wherein, when data for requesting the ID for identifying itself is received 
from the other apparatus, its ID is generated using a random number 
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"ARBITRARY NUMBER" and the generated ID Is sent, when data for requesting 
the ID is received again from the other apparatus, its ID is generated again by 
using a random number and the re-generated ID is sent again, and data that 
includes the ID of itself among the data sent from the other apparatus is 
received as the data for itself (see figure 1 0, col.l 3, line 24 to col. 1 4, line 54). 

-Regarding to claim 5, Snodgrass et al discloses electromagnetic wave 
generating means (1 22) (see figure 2) for forming an RF field by generating 
electromagnetic waves, wherein the modulating means sends data by 
modulating the electromagnetic waves output from the electromagnetic wave 
generating means (see figure 2, col. 7, line 66 to col. 8, line 24). 

-Regarding to claim 6, Snodgrass et al discloses that the modulating 
means sends data by load-modulating the electromagnetic waves generated by 
the other apparatus and received by means (1 24) (see figure 2). 

-Regarding to claim 7, Snodgrass et al discloses a communication 
method for sending and receiving data by electromagnetic waves, comprising: 

modulating step (1 1 8) (see figure 2) for modulating electromagnetic 
waves to send digital data, which is inherently at a transmission rate 
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(considered here equivalent with the limitation "one of a plurality of 
transmission rates"), by modulating electromagnetic waves (see col. 7, line 66 
to col. 8, line 24); and 

demodulating step (124) (see figure 2) for demodulating electromagnetic 
waves to acquire data sent from other apparatus (40) (see figure 1), the digital 
data which is inherently transmitted at a transmission rate (considered here 
equivalent with the limitation "one of a plurality of transmission rates"), (see 
col. 8, lines 44-65), 

wherein, when data for requesting the ID for identifying itself is received 
from the other apparatus, its ID is generated using a random number 
"ARBITRARY NUMBER" and the generated ID is transmitted, when data for 
requesting ID is received again from the other apparatus, its ID is re-generated 
by using a random number and the re-generated ID is transmitted again, and 
data that includes its ID among the data sent from the other apparatus is 
received as the data for Itself (see figure 10, col.l 3, line 24 to col. 14, line 54). 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Kobayashi (6,782,241) and izumi (US 2002/0132584). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Sanh D. Phu whose telephone number 
Is (571)272-7857. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th from 7:00- 
17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Matthew D. Anderson can be reached on (571) 272- 
41 77. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7- 
91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

Sanh D. Phu 
Examiner 
Division 261 8 
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